
Love in Your Own Backyard
Create a wedding that celebrates 
your commitment to each other...
and the community around you. It
can be easy and meaningful to 
support our natural environment 
and local artisans for all aspects of
your special day.

    Literally bring the backyard to 
your wedding! Keep bouquets and 
flower arrangements simple with 
flowers from your garden or others
you know. Use bouquets as table 
arrangements for the reception.
    Give wedding favours that come
from your community or your own 
creativity. Visit a local farmers’ mar-
ket for seasonal, sustainable items
such as homemade jams or honeys.
Give gifts that live, like seedlings
or flower packets.

    Do you really need more mater-
ial possessions? Try a gift-free 
wedding and ask guests to donate
to a social or environmental organi-
zation of your choice. Suggest gift
certificates for a couple’s massage
or night out with all expenses paid.
Family and friends who want to 
give gifts can be directed to eco-
conscious businesses for house-
wares or organic linens.
    Go minimal with decorations 
and look for organic options. For 
centrepieces, how about beeswax
or soybean candles in vintage 
china or river rocks? Try to stay 
away from synthetic fabrics. Make
handmade decorations from 
recycled materials.
    Be original with a one-of-a-kind
gown or suit! Seek out local 

designers. Visit one of our com-
munity’s many vintage clothing
stores for inspiration, or search
second-hand.

Vancouver is a city full of ama-
zingly creative individuals who
know the value of sustainability.
Keep it local and keep it green!

Connect with a variety of local 
artists and eco-friendly businesses
at Community Luvin - Grassroots
Wedding Fair taking place 
January 30th, 2010 at Heritage 
Hall in Vancouver.
www.communityluvin.com

Get creative with local, organic wedding decorations.8
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